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"and it's a human,understandable type of a -
- ' A

thing. They had been there and associated
there, and some of them had spent their entire

lives the,re and here they were hav:Lng to
: (/“ ‘
give up sometnlng -a:i ‘Swiss gournallst once

explained. it tc me:! It was like a man giving
T A . ,

up his mistress end seeing some uy in a

big car driving by in the streetoand even -
ned,

though he'd given I’ﬂ:f}/up, he'd -just say/well)
he ‘hates that guy/[c_cause he got the mstress

‘allegedly wn_th material means such as an
',7!‘_;:,.

automoblle and maybe a fur coat and so om, and hv,
A

' B 1sn’t the man. that the former guy was.%So

some of this feellng was very prevalent there@

and for some reason.or other, I happened to

T | suddenly become the focal p01nt of 1t through
4

. my neme or somethlng)so that they

.went to great leng@fas of charglng me ‘with all

sorts of thmgs that I was do:.ng. I was out)

: 5e¢T’—-—rc¢5 Q- e
buying up the loyalties of <ce: .,—Aeo~ UPrSTS wn.th\

millions of dollars) end things that would be/
A

hard to prove that I wasn't, mind you, except

Qto say, "Look, I didn't have a million

‘dollars to buy anything with." . 4nd they'd
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say, "Well, fhe U.S..governmeﬁt di%gand you
were a secret agent for the@yand so on. It
. was very hard to disprove some of thé#talk
and séy,“wéll, that just isn't-so;y Exceét
once in =a while;theyfd get really.wild-ahd‘

claim I wes down--I walked in on a bfiefing,'

A
. for examp}€<W1th French officers belllns;ﬁkfl“ﬂp
some fmerican visitors from Washlngton3:+*“4ﬁa’

"~ down
at that very moment I was trylng to. buy off

a sect leader, and very naively, w1th a
suitcase full of monem;gé?,l didn't know
but the guy was going to ambush me and take
. all the money and not do whatever I was going
to plan to dd And at that moment)I just
asked him, I said, Well pleese keep on with
your brlefln37 I want to know uhquher the '
guy kllled me or not.”f%gzzy Now thesek?“'ﬂwk we
were very responsible French OfflClali\;n&D
" the fact that I'd be mle_s away from the scene
of some of these things never stopped the . damre—
circulation of these stories. I don't know
~how you e#er stop ﬁhat stuff,
O'BRIEN: 'élah_ well how about people llke Bernard Fall,/

-~

and Patty “;tff;nd their wrltlngs? ire they . . .@

~_ . ']u“nau
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LANSDALE: Well)they Tre very sound very sound. Fall'é
background, as was Honey's, was out of
~intelligonce or information collection unitsﬁ%’

i %. '_. ' gé&:%helr dlfferent countries. Fall's initial
'.wrltlngs were all out of a French army Elstorlcal
sect“’*’and I had to tell him one time Ikrjayread
some of hlS work orlg_nally by the orlglnal
‘author. But?/lt was a deuallea military
-history of operations that he'd delved intqj‘_
Egz:I'don't kmow, I'doubt tﬁat it was intengional
» plagarlsm on his part. He was probably rusﬁing
N through; g;ttlng a book publlshed»for academic
, oredifs end so onf And Honey;%;he same way |
| ﬁith British'infelligence,who were quite
active in Indochina durigé the French days. uﬁM{LMﬂS
- But it wagjksome of the stories and happenings A
oS- . @

were just nlmost incredible. Fhéi-.—-——= Some’

of the French Journallsts were polltlcally
. : 2ther
“partisan. - They had connections with the

A
Communist Party or sympathies with them of
some soft. And Ho had been one of the
founders of the French Communist Party, so Fhats

there was always a cultural orocomradeéhip

: = -
feeling of some sort therés axd when the
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.Amerlcans started snowlng up on the scene)
y,'\ Lads

there was, very pater elistic feeling of,}L’
_“Well these are our peopleégihese Vletnamese,9/

A
or &:Anpa’ / or Lao,“p;nd you keep your

£

cotton-plcklng fingers off of them"'btype of
a thing that went to very great lengﬁhsft;({
)6latilé?eﬁotions erupting on this type of a
thing 9‘71"I-'f-;member one of thé journealists,

* | R . \xJohn Beret, publlshed 8 newspaper in Salgon

and wrote a lot of the early propaganda for
individualsnin the French anmméﬁéﬁf%adlsort_f
édventureftypes among them. :He then went topf
Pnohm Penh,where he started a weekly newspaper
and startég also writing speeches for [.N%n;iﬂ“ﬂ:]
Slhanougoand the next thng I knew, Slhanouk

- wWas- accu31ng me of plotting to murder h1m or

assn.531nate hims; 2 T hadn't ‘c-r\::'xj'been near

A€
Cambodia,and I hadn't athought of Slhanouk
A :
when this happened. The governor of Siem Reap)

. who had been very close to Sihanouk before-- A

: and Siem Réap is where‘Angkor.Vak end the

~ historical puins are--suddenly died)ahd the
story started seeping out a little'%it with

Sihanouk charging that this governor, whose
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: AV o (R . .
name was T)a{>CXQN* , and I were in a conspiracy

to murder him end take over the government of

Cambodia. And it didn't do any good that I had

never met i LNRV\ 2nd never had any dealings

,witﬁ'him, and Cambodla was way out31de my

- bailiwickp b but this is the story that's gone

on and: on and on.

Well there was = little bit of truth to that,"”

.

wesn't theréax e o e
(_\\\\WJ wWWese

IANSDALE Yeah; Well, he was a national leader and .

L)

-was‘foreign to me at the time.

actually had formed the polltlcal groupings

1n1tlally-that suonorted Sihanouk and gave

-
him his polltlcal powe% he was the organlzer,

he was the chief political lieutenant of

Sihanouk. And then apparently, he felt that

Sihanouk.was_going sour, and he wanted to get
' ' A

" the gbvernment back into reflecting more the

will of the people.. How far he gof,;i don't
]cnoﬁ@ gq't this was really something,.'that
qu got sent
back into Cambodia afterwards, from Washington,

w1th ﬂgf(various military assistance groups;ror

: & o
economlc groups ef pre51dent1al comm1351ons;%’
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and S0 oqg &na each time they‘d have Pnohm
‘Uf“ Ll.) lj" NA’ - :

Penh on the thlng; 'dAsay,_Vw ¥ better
check the embassy there " Back would come
word thatalﬁo, SlhanOLk was afrald that if
.I were a member of the party, I would be |
going in to murder him. 471 actually went in:
one - tlme)and the chiel of pollce of Pnohm

A

-Penh met our party—-along with the forelgn
L

mlnlster end so on-—at plane when we came
9/
downyg and the Chle; of Police walked rlght

- next to me;and he said, "I'm your 1lason
A

man f:omrﬁuacﬂ.a§§/I seid, "You're keeping
~an eye on me, I knowé,étﬂs'algrighﬁ. I'm
not going to murder your boss; I have no
idea of doing that." [Laugbter] That'is

7

about '65, “166-~in which he played the
3 Sove
dommander Royal Naval Intelllgence f0111ng

strange. ' And then'Sihanouk made a movie--

| a.great-American spy, who happened to have

my nemeiand was a role played'bylseme pzéiaefﬁuﬂAw¢»¢
raxr who  was visiting fhere@_gpd I was out to'A
 overthrow the k:ngdomwgpegof course<our‘boj

hero thwartea the ugly.ﬁmerican and won the

.girl, vzo was the daughter of the Brazilian
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ambassador or something. Some French gal .
played the role: I've been trying to get

a print of that or some way of seeing that

’ moviﬁéz&'d love to see it, you know. It

sounds great and. . . : . [Laughter]

. 7( 5

Yezh) I hadn't heard about that: - Well)that -
does hlt on somethlng)though)ln regard to

Southeast Asia. .. As I understand,[::::::]

o
thét there was an Agency

involvement | ‘ [

N : L
.and the Agency does seem - -

. to have a kind of free hand in some of these

Hstand
Southeast nations

Can you

LANSDALE:

\ bra..‘(;, o
see any byeyks put on them as a result of

the change of admlnlstratloné7’%ow do you
react to this sort.of act1v1py?
Well most of the things that they did that

had polltlcal consequences of any maJor size

at. all)
: u/,dJ\

(;re only taken by the

Agency after approval up at topsideg so as far
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as brakes are doncerned,they've had them from

. Fal
the beginning. However, the obJectlves and
: @511»/) .
the intent are approved;and not,  the means of -
) A . .

doing .it--the nuts and bolts;—which are
supposedly overseen by-an ambassador.qqﬁnd
when we get down to the level of a ceuntry-
where: these things ere happening, then I

think much depends on the 1nd1V1dualsj the

t.ambassador)?end the station chief, ~and how

~ they get along, and agein, mostly on the. . . .

Well, noyit isn‘t either; it's a fifty-fifty
A ' ‘

proposition. We have ambassadors who don‘t
: . ~t

want te ¥now or 4o are opposed all such’ thinés)
S A
and if an order cOmes down to do it,they very
. - /\

unwillingly tell the guy to go shead, but
watch it now, not too far.‘#A.station chief,
. . A

then,swith orders to do some things;will have.
is - 4

‘told the ambassador he'%srif}é01ng to,thisg but -

he starts 1n things, and he figures}thsa if he

- goes back and tells the ambassador what's

happening)that he's not going to get any .
: A

'understanding and will probably get an order

il

L
" prohibiting him fcr d01ng somethln g9 gndAwon‘t.
{ . =
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3 . . be eble to explain; Well, if I stop doing

this, then this other thing won't work, and.
)

" . Washington wants us to have this happen.
Jus¢ W,
The ambassador w111Asay, No, I don't see it

Y U

that way.  Don't. do it. Y So I'm sure there are

b3 ' thlngs t“_,:aﬂs qapoenlng that aren't uOld for

Sachaetiad

thls--for operational reasonsg and agaln, 1t‘
3 | ._ : a Judgg;ent of an individual on that thing.
%»_ S ' It's not a policy type of a thing from the

i. B : - Agency. |

; ye o i v
. “O'BRIEN: Yeuh;p’Do you find any--in the time that

g .S o you! re there in the middle fifties as well

as when you go back in '60, '61,and later
Fal

involvement in Vietnam--do you find differences

TSNV WP

between‘the embassieséztetween the U.S. embassy

I R Y

in, partlcularly)Pnohm Penh and Salgon?

LANSDALE: I dldn't notlce that. It might have ex1sted,
' A

and I wouldn't have even known that

o don i + oo

O'BRIEN: Well, there s some feellng among people
' . involved with Cambodian relations &t ;?:E;t time,

as I unaerstand it, that somehow.there‘s an’
involvement on the part of the'South.Vietnamese

in some of the groups like the . . .
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\

|
\-{ I(JLJ'/‘(S_A

Ch, yeah I,BOuh the South Vletnamese and the.
251 were pleylng around“w1th groups inside
Cambodia}yor with exile groups- that wanted .
to go back in Cembodie; and so oqé and I'm
not certain that the ;;ericans'from either
Thailand or South Vietnam were fully aware-
of whet‘all was going on; And I'm not
certain that the Americans or the Cambodlan
government people inside Cambodia knew what
was 301ng on, and were tendlng to exaggerate-i
some of thlS Thlngs get blown up out of ali
proportlon in thls. But;r;ust the fact that
there was antipathy and it would take this |
form of e;preesioh;among others' that were
going on. ; . 4 f\don't know which people
would rather _go in and take over and run
C&mbodla;zthe Thalf or the SouthAV1etnameseE-)§"
1t's about a toss up whlch'oneﬂﬂﬁe down more
on the_ Khwers than the other. Sx)And Diem
used.to follow the predictions of the royal

fortune;teller in Eupohm Penh to Sihanouk.

.Apparently)they were spending a lot of
A

intelligence money to find out, you know, what's
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happened in each otherssessions and what
he was telling the guy. Then how useful

this was

 en oo ey s e 2 1o ST e o iAmai Rl DB, B e 8%

)mind you,I don't know.
oo A D\A ) : .
O'BRIEN: .Weil)dO'you_find;;again, in passing on to
A C'-‘ : o
" the task force<-and the formation of that.

-Vletnam task force in the early part of

" the Kennedy admlnlstratlon——do you flnd tggcp
sensitivity on the part of the people, the o
political appointées, to what's going on
in South Vietnam? Are you able to explain
what you're telliﬁg'meitight now about

-South Vletnam to these people°

LANSDALE: tb; only partially. They were as bemused by
. the mechanlcs.of getting decisions in Washing-

ton"agthey were with the problem that they were-
emplo;ing the mechanics to solve. It was all

/

sort of new to them,and they wanted to do a
; ' ¢ :
good job, but in order to do it, they were

you §C)
suddenly working with these instrumentq,that
were forelgn to them here. I think that the
princig%%gyin the administration were not
entirely aware of the%people they were dealing

with in Washington.' I recall at the time, Svu—,S%ACﬂéft
/\ .

Pusz was violently opposed in the oenartment -
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ovef_where he was by some peoplesz end I
noticed at times that he waen‘t aware that

he was turning around end.asking a guy WhO)

'mlnutes before Rusk had come in to hlm,v*séL

. p- 'I'I\ 7'—-‘-“' ‘ Mo /Q/ICA /“I\}

among his com”adeS/JeSu; "This stupid jerk," B

'and so on, whlch I Telt was dlsloyal"behlnd '

the guy 5 bacL you know. I was always
urglng them to speek up in front of people

and 80 on, and they wou7d§y£ do it. And the

c—/'\a,

same . damn thlng was true aggi;gy/some of the,

- military against McNamara, for example.

Well, the McNamara&yend ‘the Ruskﬂj;nd their
A .L({‘C [ 29

unders;yand dGPUUJ types of people and

'a331stant secretarles)were trylng to cope w1th

Crsbinchle [ —

]

people that they,felt were*iDStL“ctﬂVeLy»
opp031ng and foot -dragging and s0 on)and

trying to get that worklngaso that to get

' them working on a given problem was really

the thing that they were concerned witheang

4fzbu'd sudderly say, "Well, we're going to

»
talk about Leos, or Vietnam or Isrsel or

V .
'somethlngaﬁmYes ;es, Xes What have you got

in t ;}paneeryou Anownj And they weare

s o i
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o Binabie b sinids dachmtith S

419&-

o w0 .. for Fhie J Q
watchlng seeﬁ;"Well its=just—Hve really

A a,,tL ‘rs A_(,/ Sow -;

. P
done 2%15~homewor€,and~ms~1t =gonmna cOome. up

 with something or not?" rather than what is

the real problem here)ahd how would I solve
e

it if I weren't sitting in this room in this

particular group, end so on. So there was 8. « .
e

PSo then working on this uype of a ‘thing whlch

O'BRIEN:

LANSDALE:

I saw very much in the task force on Vleunamj—-

Gilpatric,I know,was shocked at the reactions

- of some of the foreign service people that

o’ .
came in at rank of ambassador and so on, that
; A

were sort of the staff assistants on the

. a551stant secretary and undersecretary level.

g O
They would start a meetlng—uﬁrﬁ- v I was

asked to be sort of?%l forget wha; the titla
was?%executive officer or somethigg of iﬁzand
they asked me to chair the méetinés Well I'd
no sooner open it.thgh these guys would be
passionately explalning why-I %puldn't be
srtting.in.the chair of the-meetipg,.see?

Yedh. Yerg

I think it shocked some of the Kennedy

edministration people. It suddenly revealed a
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- feud and so onj end I hadn't said it, and I

personally didn't care that much, you know§é>

I'd say, "Have you got all the hate out of
your system now? Let's go on with the

meeting,”see.ﬁ This,of course,would activate
A N ' _
it more,but I would say, "Well look, we really
N :
do have some problems here we've got to get

to, and if you want, I'll meet you afterwards
Y Sl , .

: Q- .
and we=zzn have lunch or somethingyand you

) . I
can spoil my lunch by telling me what a

heel I am or something. But we've got work
] =
to do." " So then, Gilpatric or somebody would.
tell me afterwards, "Do you think we better
takke you off?" "Well, yeah. If it's going
o s & -

to &FTees, the work done, it's better 4bH take
me off. It's no fun for me to sit up and

chair something under conditions like this,

SO . . . @
o ‘ |
Teah. Were you ever approached with the job

as ambassador to Vietnam?

Yas, Yes. ~

LANSDALE: ¥&ahw—Yesht

O'BRIEN:

Who was pushing thet?
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I don't know. I heerd ebout it/}::s’flrst_
Saturdey after the inesugurel--I think that's
it. It was very early in the‘administrétion.

McNamarae asked me to come down to the Vhite

House and meet him there, and I thought it

o
was to brief him on something. #nd I was

working on a number of intelligence matters:

L - o
in Defense at the timeg e&d I showed up)and
' A
he asked me to just wait outside,and they

~were meeting in the Cabinet room; end as I-

said, 1t was essentially an NSC group.q?And

after a bit, they asked me to come onW;;djw

they nad me sit opposite the pr351dent.

And he looked at me; and he said, "Did Dean
[Rusk] tell foufylﬁkant you to be'ambassaﬁor

to Vietnam?" I said, "No, he didn't mention
' o-

that." Well, he hadn't at all =7d there wés

W
8 1ong, palnful 31lence,and I figured, Well
A

-eea, maybe he 3 asking me 1f I want to be)or
N

would I accept the JOb. So I finally said,

S
“Well)it would be a great honor,)and thet was

A . :
the last I ever heard of it. Buttfi heard

ot weusl O
all sorts of rumors that Ticﬁv::: *or

T
: Lo

Washlngtonr and~v“iilsﬂéfterwards thet Dean Rusk
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was very much opposed to it, and opposed on
the ground that I was a military men and they
didn' want mllltary neonle in on the situation.

Tesh, Yas@
o

And then later I =52 met one. of Rusk's staff

offlcers at the time, and he _was telling me
uc.) !’/-“" y b
that Rusk was flguang)-ﬂ;. he could get

me & job some other place or a promotion or

something to get me out of the way at the tl mez

uvrr O“'

j:apparently‘;r£ad becomeha target for a lot of

s

and g5 % _
' gossip and rumorspat the time. But after that)
A
then, they asked me——Kennedy asked me pretty
Fitrazsador

point blank——abouFADurbrow)and I said, "Well,
Fa)

after -what you just asked me and so forth, I'm

'a little hesitant, but you're the President and

‘you need the trutﬁ@_§o I'11 just tell you right

now, I think he's a very ill manggléis jﬁdggf
ment's impaired by his physicel conditiong;pe's
& fine professional foreign service -officer.and

could be used some place,but don't keep him on
) . A |
in Vietnam anymore. He's-sick?;he's on his
. A ‘
back .a lot of the timeiand you need someone
- la)

------

very ale_u)”‘"f;z;vvwhoever it isp and pull him -

A

5



~108-

out." And theyA got--Rusk and everything, you
know;-;%-._"You‘re off your subject, boy." But I

said, "Well, Durby's an old Iriend of minse,
' N

- C/ B .
and I like the guys =4 I saw a lot of him

Qo
. .. . .. ’_l
when I was in Vietnam on this briefl v131t@ end

I think it's a shame that the guy's kept on -
there .Ecause he was quite ill, in bad shape ."
T ana Durby never forgave me for 1tg: %_t got
right back to him that T had sacked him and
so on Lé,cauée hé was w,’!‘_.’\i/mun-\, after that@ ;_s‘ut~
this certainly didn't hurt his career at all,

O,

in any way, &71d even though State put him on

a make-work job after thatg but he held the
rank of ambassaddr-which _'_is as high as. you
B . cen get in the foreign §e‘,‘-:-_rvice.' And he was
| 1113, he really was. |
O‘IZB;T'RIEN:. 'wel{:hoﬁ does [Frederick E.] Nolting come into
| this . . . '
" LANSDALE: Well, Nolting came in,ass=tka, apparently,as the
__I:‘or_eigp gervice‘:s rebu/t\:tal to my going onA outjof #m@
I remember both McNamara and'Gilpatm;.c asked

me gbout him, and I didn't know him. I said,
N\

. "Well, I'd just go on what I heve heard from
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other £oréign gérvice officers who respect
him very much." So finally, Nolting WaS=—-

8 meetlng was arranged with Noltlng)and

I llked him very much when I talked w*uh hlnua
He esked me if I would glve him some briefings
on Vietném, which I did do. And when I wound
up thé end of that, I was asked again by
McNemara, who -said he was g01ng to tell
Kennedy@;gpd I said, "Well, this looks like

a very good man, and I think it's a sound
appointment."ﬁii didn't want to be ambassador.
Jesus. Durlng the Eisenhower admlnlsuratlon,
they wanted to make me ambassador4gf the
Philippines;and I begged-them not to. I

think that;; one of the world's worst jobs.
You're stuck where you can't do what &our

job is supposed to'be)and T knew they were
s

‘going to put me in places where I'd be up

agalnst Cormmunist political leaders of some
sort, working the other side. And of course)

you aren't in that position, but allegedly

Q. Q-
you arep&Id you _e—gonrr:to have people running
. C‘/_,yﬁL/
circles around you,-g youdknow it and coulén't
e o

1lift a llttle flnoer to stop them. £53 this

pa—]
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isn't my idea of a good spot to be in. You
just get belabored over that.

Well, did Nolting ever try to get you back to

Vietnam/ in an advisory position?.

I think .80. ”here were & number of attempts

by the: Vletnamese themselves, and unfortunately)
N
[

some of uhem werecouched in terms of wanting

‘me to come out as smbassador, by the Vletnamesec)

but Nolting and I had very frlendly relaulons)

N

and I thlqk he had proposed that I come on

out severél’timesf But these things would
usually o§1y come to me sorF of éedond or
third haﬁé@ &;ziéne time apparently President
Kennedy héd said something to the JCS because
suddenly my, relations with the Chiefs wénf

down to less than zero. and sub-zeroy and I
. N N A . .

finally asked General [Curtis E.] Lemay of

the Air Force, because I'm an Air Force officer,

whaf the trouble was. And he said, "You and

youf'ambitions to have four stars." I said,

"What's this again?" Apparently Kennedy had

said something to the Chiefs of,what would
A

they think of my being given four stars and

being put in charge of operations in Vietnam?
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And T didn't know sbout it, and they took it

that I was pushlng nyself for it. I said

R
¢ Somatinis J

4
agalq)yhat isn't ,I'@ want to do. So this
- A _ : - B roands
was about the time that--no, maybe ;William

Westmorelend] Westy was coming in about theq;—

it was around that time.

Well;the task force reelly forms up the 1nstructlons
A i

for Noltlng, doesn't 1t‘..

Yes.

'« . . for ohe next few years. Just what kind

of recommengatlons come out .of that task‘}

- force?

Well, I was only in on the very original one,
which was to undertake some things such as

changlng the spécific types of things to
: o

)

: A ’
we would get a political section that would_

work out better relations with the Vietnamese

government, a political section in our embassy,

and that the foreign §erﬁice would go and
search through their own personnel for people

]
with some real political savvy to get 1?§0

&
/

guide, rather tnan control cr belabor or have

confrontations with the Vietnamese government
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to carry out essentially political reforms,
and getting some of the just criticism of,
the opposition considered in the governing

A

body. " Another thing wes on the police, of

getting police training done 'so that they
could cope with meeting enemj units, rather
“than déiﬁg urﬁan police work. In this, I
was begging them to at least get to a state
| consﬁébular%ﬁgg far as_Américan advisors were
.cbncerneqa.gnd I wésn't certain that the U.S.
Arny's military poi&ce could cope witﬁ it, but
;maybe_théy could gét a team of them_iqgaﬁgi
Epen I was pointiné:out that there were
constabulary officers:and officers from other
countries, including South America end the
cld Phi%ippine'conétabulary, who knew the.
law—and;grder conditions--quite siﬁilar to

Vietnam--and bring them in if they wanted'to -

go international. I.was trying to. get them

to get very realisfi%%%ﬁysolving probiems bj
_chgnging the quality and the approach that

we'had. We drew up an original draft that

went to the ?resident)out of meetings that
S A
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las£ed aboup ten days, at which point, at
ﬁusk's insistence, the ta;k forge went oﬁer
to State and-became'a.general,'rggular body
fhere. They then proceeded to reﬁriﬁe our
original é%é’instructions and drefts and
everythings, a;%’both McNamara end Gilpatric
saidTZEOmlng back from the White House;zhEd,
you‘gad better not get in there." I ;;id,
ﬁIf I can help ih any way, ‘I will." They said,
"Well right for the time belng)you4%etter not 7
go near that group, seeg!' ;:ql actuclly dldn't';
get in to some of their. pollcy formatlon,agaln
1p a fairly early perlod}on the thrust of
things in Vietnam)excepé\for some of the

A

Defense people who wefe,over there. I ﬁould

talk to them on whapjﬁas being proposed and .

‘going on, but this Q?s sort of second and

third echelon type of a thing)ﬁulling back
A )

out of it.ﬁ7But initially,; I was actually

A

trying to get a quality U.S. representation
in Vietnam,and actually smaller 2gein than
2 .

it was at the time, end to pick a few key

things,and to concentrate on that, and really
Pa A

§_$L

S\

M_
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to get the Vietnemese coping with their own
probléms more effectively than they were
doing.

O'BRIEN:  Yew®~ Well, between this time and the time -

) A [ w.'J'J.' ‘f} 3 .
of the Taylor;Rostow mission, are you involved

in Vietnam on a kind of regular basis or - .f.g)
G- ..
LANSDAIE: ©¥Uh, no. ' 0ff end on I was, but again with

' secoﬁd;and~third;echelon type of problems.
I was seeing Gilpatric everwhay and working’
very-closely with him;so that a 1ot of timeﬁi
as things would_come’;p,he wouidgdiscuss them

: N

= : ,
with me. ' But agein, I was trying to explain
who certain people were that were named, their
backgrounds, and their qualities, and certain
events and places, and going to maps with

. ?bﬁ}’
him and describing terrain,;and so ong, what
, A N

' ‘the situation really meant that was meaking

the problem. So I was fairly well out of it;-

. N . .
Tas a matter of fact, I was warking with some

]

viéiting Burmese on their conceptg/of defense
of a country)and.@§§§};hey brought me in with
the Israeli’;ho ﬁad had a mission helping them
with their defense problems in Burma. And the

41 e Q-
IsraeliAhad =i+ turned around to their Gefense
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mlnlsuer and some of the others)and invited
-"_‘(,LL Fa

me toslook at ticir defense system in Israel.

I was quite enthusiastic about going and had

everything arranged and was to leave on a
Saturday, wnen about on a Wednesday or Thursdajx
I was asked to go to Vietnam with the other

M I
mission and stufip ==3 unfortunately had to

cancel out everything and never got'i%to see
what Ia%anted to see there.
il : ' _
Well,you end up working on border --actually,
A A
£2 1,0 2 .
the,sea -ng of the bordEF then, don't you;

-r:‘a.«l Pl
onA}.M?Taylor ~-Rostow thlng° . :

Yea. Yes.
What about that preoccupation? Vhnere does
that idea come from.sls that Rostow'!s?
Well, Taylor was the one that charged me
" with it. Taylor said, "w°11;Y}ou folksJ
‘this is 15 gnt vhioh startedji'yflll %ach
Jha

of you write down some of the things, you

think we should look into and what you might

like to look into. ﬁy So I gave him a list of

C-

about twenty thlngsAI‘d like to look 1nt0¢ﬁ
C.//\

none of them being this,of course. I2
. N A .
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T suggeSUed some other subjects for other people

AAmOh S>-

- on the thing and gave it to tiz=ma, asd he

pres
colled me back said tpat it was = very 1nterest1ng
list 2
thuu I had glven him,end would I please work
Fa

on building a defense on the border. And I
W&

) o
"said, XTI what sort of a defense? He said,
9 o

-RWell)a system of fortificaiions .or a wire like

A . I}
the Iron Curtain in Europe. I said, "Good

God, ‘you esren't going to do that, ere you?"

H s
And he said, "Well;look into it." So that
Swppasadly A e .
washiall I was suppoded to do, .and of course,
A

I got called ih.on other things immediately.

ﬁBut I wasn't even invited along to go in and

\
see Diem with him. I said,\Look, these are
0ld friends of mine. If you'd like way I'11l -

do anythlng I can oyou cen hit them hlgh)and

- I'11 hit’ them low if you want. We can get

¥
some things done that way. He sald Jell,you

. aren't on our protocol list,so you don't

re
attend any of these calls on the P}esident

q?We landed in Salgon, and the people from the

were Hher € o f
presidency,net usg oz Taylor and Rostow were

over talking with reporters who were interviewing
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them plane side, and these peopie from the

presidency said, "President Diem wants you

-to come to dlnner tonlght@ and I said, "Well,

,H‘-c’ -{LL G’
I better check . Ao my boss on thls." Taylor was .

busy, but I grabbed Rostow who wasn't talking
at the moment and told hlm,and he said, "Go

ahead " Sojy; said, "Well,I wasn't even on

¥/

the.pr0uoco5,and everythlng. I don't care

about going up to these protocol meetings

WS-
anyhowg égé I went in and saw Diem,whose '
: P :
question was, "What's this mission doing here?

what are you all up to?" I said, "Why don't
you wait;and they'll be in here to have a
meeting,;ith you tomorrow,and you'll find
out." And then it becan;ﬂvery personél. We

’ < e

just started talklng overAh's two o0ld friends

.w+tH£%wm, and I had dinner with him. ﬁAnd he

“brought his nephew in. to join us--Nhu's boy,

oldest boy--who had a new toy missile, like a

rocket with a launchery and I was trying to

explain to this youngster who was squatting

2
on the floor next to his uncle““he Pr651de fif
, Sula, - /\ .
vho was busi:y eating dlnner-—you don't point +his

»9

‘et hi q;-I didn't know how big a2 spring this
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thing had on it, whether it would take his
C—’ Tau °| h"'
head off or not. E*::'Lt::} I tslﬂ him to

_shoot it up into the ventilating fan in the

ceiling. We spent dinner)aotually, teking
A .
parachutes and things out of the ventilating -

fans,and the kid and I were climbing up
A

‘a laader to get these thlngs out of the thlng

in uhe palace. ThlS was very d1¢ferent from
an official protocol meeting.

%é&l How is Diem at that point?

He_was a very changed man. It was the first
time in our talks with each other.- . . .
When I me£ him at the palace that night, his
brother Nhu came in for the first time and

o
sat next to hlmo and when IJasksi-Dlem a

question, his brother would answer 1Q3 and

" I'd havé to tell him I wasn't asking him the

o . .
question{} I was asking his brother. A very
A ' : C-f

strange relationship at the timep end I

found that he was a talker--Diem was--and he
was very clear and concise in his s?atements
and had too big a grasp of detailsj;gywhat—

ever subject he was talkihg ebout. .It'd go

on for hours--detsils on iojwhich fascinated
. A
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me but used to bore other people. 'But he

o -
did know his countryg’and its history,which
o

he would give at the drop of a hat.- This

. evenlng in '61, seeing hlm he was very

‘hesitant in hlS talk and hadn't--it was

o

somethlng physical as well asﬂmental hazard

or somethlng)I felt.
Ay evidenea of
Dra’5e~g03unv09%hab later?

No. There wasgxmentally, people were telling

‘me that his brother had 'taken over in the

G st  the

ear followin rig.w-g9 dominance onathing.
o} y &

. But this was a man that wasn't as sure of

himself_as he had been when I had seen him

less than a year before.: And there had been
one assassination attempt only, but the big
one had taken place before I saw him in

Januari or December of '60--the attack on

" the palace and so on. So it hadn't been an .

outside, physical happening like that that
had caused the change.

Was he a spiritualist at all? ~
—te
No, no. He wasn't superstitious. e He
. ~——em”’

was & very rational sort of a person--pragmsatic.
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O'BRIEN: Wel;)when vyou geb back, you talk to President
Kennedy and Robert hennedyéyand John McCone>
es I understand, in & rether private meetlng.
What happened here? ‘ '
LANSDALE: “Well, this waé;;hen I ceme back, I mét_the
| /P}e;;dent. I went in with Téyl&r'and Rostow-- .
.all oﬁus ‘did who were out on the mlSSIOn—'ﬁigﬂi)
" he thanked us all very mucho and as we were, he
 asked me to stay behind and talk to hlm@ &gif

that was when he asked me to perform this

other service for him,which was initially to

e ' A
think about it and if I came up with some
’ - M o
ideas, why to put them down, brlefly—v_

: ~ porr: /\
on paper and give them to him.” ind T said,
rl\v ' C"/

"Well, do you want,to forget sbott Vietnam

for the time being,because I haven!t written
A ' S

my report yet about Vietnam." He said, "Yes,
C/ i
this other takes prlorlty cver itg.so I

didn't even finish writing my reports on what
"I had seen in Vietnam at the time. I went
immediately into this other work.
O‘BﬁIEN:- Well)ébout that time, there's at least some
‘ thiﬁiing in ﬁerms of mimos thzt are going

to the Precsident about the only way to save %~un4~v
A
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. . O/ .
is with a rather substantial commitfment of
U.S. troops. Is that. . . .@ |
Yes; . there was some. Now where. . . . Hrm,
there was some,and I can't remember just

~ :
where it was coming from. This was one of

rew’ :
the things, that Diem asked me when I saw him.
He asked'me if he should ask for U.S. troops,

and I said, "Do you need them?" He said,uI

asked Tou a question," and I said, "Well, I'm

,asking'jou a very legitimate question on this

thingé)éégfl said,"Are you ready to admit that
you haje'so lost control of youﬂsituation

that y&u can't cope with it here?" And I said,
"You'd have to do that before you ever turn
around and ask for American troops in here."
And he said, '"No, ﬁe can still h;ndie thing%<
and you*ve answered my question? so apparently

. ﬁ C{ R, W4 ’
<« he didn't ask. There hsie been some

AT C :
conversation%ﬁgoing on ~Em-sure with some of
Thad” ‘ ‘

the Americans beforﬁthaqawould be my guess

on this"thinglﬁcause he didn't say, "Whst

e o
do you ‘think of v .cwmo==Ts=there anything, or
A " A

\\ 9 3 £y : s = =
- "should I ask?" which was sort of like somebody

had recommended thic zt some point,and I
A
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don't think it would have been completély in
Q- o
tu-ﬁV1etnamese conte

Yeah, do you geu any of this thlnklng when you

| get back? Any contingency plannlng or thlnklng

|U

about the bulldlng/of troop 1evels to a more
substantlal 1eve1;iﬁaybe 11nked with the
setclwng of the £;ot1an questlon first?

There might have been, and I might have known -

some of it. 'I can't recall now of enys it's

someplace in the back of my headnthere were

. some things like that going on. I turned.

.afound,'jUSt took time off completely from

other things and concentrated on this otﬁer
problem for 4 time afterwards. Actually: through

December of that year, I was sort of holed up

: f :
‘and working on some things. My staff would get

in and out of some of these other things, and

T A
I used to shove them in to take my place in
L ' Cou-4
meetings and so ong azd I Py “only then just

get very quick briefings on them, but they were
essentially supporting wnatever McNamara and

Gilpatric were doing@ so I'd.just-have them

. go in and report directly and work with them

directly.
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o
y_p_., u‘)‘_" L

Yosh. Vho were the people on yourstaff

at theat point?
Well, let's seef; One of them was Sam Wilson,
\ . : ) A
whoséygow a brigadier general in the/Armygb

A .

Jack Bowles was a Navy Captain who went down .
. . 7 . .

to serve with the JCS aftsrwards and.is now

with Scandard 0il and wovklng out of Singapore. . .

_’Q_—'}';m’./
And I had five or 51x people like uhat but those

were my two pr1n013}éyones
Well,uhls is about ready to run out, and we' ve,

A
C./
covered emel o Q,wfb L‘JLO
) T /




